2400-word essay 

The aim of this assignment is to express your developing philosophical beliefs about the teaching of primary mathematics. In
developing your essay, you will need to draw upon a range of sources, which need to include at least the following:
• Prior experiences: Your prior experiences learning mathematics, and how these have shaped your growing
philosophy (both positive and/or negative experiences).
• Readings: A minimum of ten readings provided during the subject or accessed independently.
• Peers: Your experiences with peers in the subject, including discussions, responses to readings, and thoughts on
activities.
• Content: The content of the subject with respect to lectures/workshops/assessment. This can include theories,
activities and key ideas / themes.
• Practical Application: Ideas about how your beliefs will apply in a primary mathematics classroom.
AN ESSAY TEMPLATE WILL BE PROVIDED FOR YOU ON LMS which will guide you in using the sources (above) to write your
essay discussing your emerging philosophy and three/four themes associated with it.
Make sure you draw on specific events to illustrate your insights. Include a minimum of ten references that can be drawn
from those provided during the semester, with a minimum of four empirical articles (from research journals).
Assessment Criteria
1. Use of prior experience
2. Use of readings
3. Reference to course content
4. Clarity of philosophy
5. Practical application of theory
6. Grammar/written expression/referencing
It is appropriate in this essay to use the first person, “I” when speaking about your own beliefs and experiences. Please make
sure you reference using APA 6: www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/referencing-tool/apa-6/.

Template has been provided below.


Essay template		EDU2TPM	2400 words

	CONTENT

	PARAGRAPH CONTENT
	APPROX WORDS

	Introduction
	· Introduction to topic
· Brief background
· Thesis statement
· Specific detail of what essay is about (mention 3 or 4 themes to be explored)

	200 words

	Philosophy – body paragraphs 1 & 2

	Discussion of emerging philosophy of teaching mathematics.  Must include brief discussion of themes to be expanded upon in later body paragraphs.

	500 words

	Theme 1 – body paragraphs 3 & 4

	Include:
· Prior experience of theme
· Course content as it relates to the theme
· Readings related to the theme
· Practical applications of the theory related to this theme

	500 words

	Theme 2 – body paragraphs 5 & 6

	Include:
· Prior experience of theme
· Course content as it relates to the theme
· Readings related to the theme
· Practical applications of the theory related to this theme

	500 words

	Theme 3 – body paragraphs 7 & 8

	Include:
· Prior experience of theme
· Course content as it relates to the theme
· Readings related to the theme
· Practical applications of the theory related to this theme

	500 words

	Conclusion
	· Summary of main points and reiteration of personal philosophy

	200 words



· Word counts here are a guide only
· 4 themes could easily be discussed in which case the number of words allocated per theme would be decreased.
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Assessment Task 3 Essay

Student Name:

Criteria Strongly meets or exceeds Soundly meets requirements Meets requirements. Meets limited requirements Does not meet requirements
requirements 80-100% 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% 0-49%
Prior Many examples included with relevant, | Included in detail and clearlylinked | Included with some detail but not Aminimum of examples included with | Little included and not linked to themes
experience insightful detail and articulate links to | to themes of essay linked effectively with emerging some basic links to themes of essay of the essay or to developing philosophy
themes of essay philosophy or covered briefly but linked
effectively
10 marks 810 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
Readings 10+ varied references with clear, solid | 8-10 references with links to themes | 6-7 references with some links to 5orless references witha fewlinksto | Less than 5 references with tenuous or
links to philosophy/ prior experience in essay philosophy and/or prior experience themes in essay no links to themes in essay
10 marks 810 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
Course Many examples included in precise Included in detail and clearly linked Detail adequate but not linked A minimum of examples included with Little included and not linked to themes
content/ detail with effectively expressed links to | to themes of essay effectively with essay themes or some basic links to themes of essay of the essay or to developing philosophy
lectures/ themes of essay covered briefly but linked effectively
workshops
10 marks 810 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
Clarity of Articulate, in-depth philosophy with Philosophy is clear and generally Philosophy evident but not fully clear or | Basic articulation of a philosophy with Philosophy not clear. Some themes
ik justifications fully supported by themes | supported by themes of the essay | well-linked with themes of essay some simple links to themes presentin | present in essay, but not developed
philosophy | (1o ecsay essay coherently
10 marks 810 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
Practical Practical implications (with several Practical implications (with two Practical implications of theoretical ‘Some practical implications of One/two ideas on practical implications
application of | examples) of philosophical views examples) of theoretical viewpoint | viewpoint adequately described with theoretical viewpoint are outlined witha | of philosophical views or examples not
theory established clearly and linked effectively | evident and linked with ideas in some links to ideas in essay few basic links to ideas in essay clearly linked to ideas developed
with these views essay
10 marks 8-10 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5 marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
Grammar/ Articulate, sophisticated expression with | Well-written and clear expression Adequately written, with some Some poor expression and grammaris | Grammar and written expression need
Written no obvious errors; consistent, precise with few errors; generally accurate | grammar and/or spelling errors; evident; some referencing used in essay | substantial improvement. Little
ex referencing both within essay and in referencing used in essay and references adequately acknowledged in | and bibliography although inconsistently, | referencing within essay and
pression/ , N y in essayand
bibliography bibliography essay and bibliography with errors bibliography lacking in detail
Referencing
10 marks 8-10 marks 7-7.5 marks 6.6.5 marks 5-5.5 marks Less than 5 marks
TOTAL MARKS /60
COMMENTS:





